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DISCLAIMER-ABSTAINER

This ressarch report represents the views of

the author and does not necessarily reflect the official
opinion of thas Air War College or the Department of the
Air Force.

This documant is the property of the United States
government and is nct to be raproduced in whole or in part
without permission of the cemmandant, Air War College,

Maxwell Air Force Base, Alabama.
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AIR WAR COLLEGE RESEARCH REPORT ABSTRACT

- TITLE: Military Suicide
AUTHOR: David F. Prim, Colonasl, US Aarmy
-——=> An axamination of suicide statistics from 1882
through 1984 is presented for sach military service,
Dascriptive statistics ars sxamined to reveal trends
with a view towards developing preventative measures.
Previously documented caugality factors are validated
as are the means of life taking. A comprshensive
Army Suicide Prevention Plan that is based on caring

leadership and early involvemant is described.
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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION
Eroblem Statement

Suicide raprasahts great parsonal tragedy for the
victim and for the surviving family, friends, and unit. In
a broader sense it represents collective failure of the
health support systsm, commanders, non-commissioned officers,
suparvisors and frisnds. It also represents a significant
loss of trained manpower that must be replaced. The purpose
of this study is to sxaminm the occurrencs of suicide within
the active ranks of the four services with a view toward
identifying indicators of risk and points of possible inter-
veantion. In this study the null hypothesis will ba stated,
followsd by statistical data, a discussion of the raesults,
and conclusions drawn from the study. The statement of the
null hypothesis (modified) takes the form of a quote from
a recent study by the Health Studies Task Force of the
Office of the Assistant Secretary of Defense (0CASD); “Based
on comparisons with the general US poﬁulation rates by age
group, sex, and race, the Dol does not have a major problem
with suicide by active duty members.” (l:14) A decision,
bassd on data presented, will have to be made toc accept or

reject the null hypothesis.*

*Thes quotsd statement is not a null hypothesis in the sta-
tistical sanse in that it does not describe differences as

a Function of chance or a systematic cause. It is an asser-
tion, a thmesis, to be supported or denied.
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Ihe Prgoblem in Pecspective
I is intuitively obvious that svery suicids has a
profound adverss affect from sevaral perspectives; howsver, .
the severity of the total problsm can be ascertained only by
comparison with another standard. In this instance the
available yardstick on which data is maintained is the civil-
ian population. Data from Hgalth, United States by the
National Csnter for Health Statistics reflect a rate of 12.2
suicides per 100,000 population fer the civilian community
For 1982. (2:74~75) Data contained in Table 1 display civil-
ian population suicide ratss for the years 13950-1380 at ten
year incrsments,
TABLE I#

Suicide For All Age Groups**
(per 100,000 U.S. population)

Change
1950 1860 197C 1980 1850-80
Overall rats il1.4 10.86 11.6 11.8 + 4%
White Malaes 18.0 17 .86 18.0 18.8 + S%
White Females 5.8 .3 7.1 s.9 + 7%
Black Malmas 6.3 6.4 8.0 10.3 +63%
Black Fesmales 1.5 1.6 2.6 e.2 +47%

**Sourcs: Haglth., United States, 1904, U.S. Department
of Health & Human Services, Decembsr 13984, pp. 74-75.

The data indicate a slight increase in the overall
rats; howsver, thera is a significant increase for both black

male=s and Females. Suicide rates tend to mask the magnitude

*Notes: Original data source as indicated above. Data array

and statistical computations from SUICICE AMONG ACTIVE DUTY
PERSONNEL, 18985, The Health Studies Task Force, OFFice of '
the Assistant Secretary of Defense, July 1885, p. 1.
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of the problem; the 12.2 per 100,000 rate cited for 1382
translates into 28,242 self inflicted deaths. UWithin the

DoD for 1984 there was a 10.1 rate per 100,000 or 212 deaths
due to suicide. Suicids ratmss by race, sax, age, and service
will be presented in Chapter III, Results.

The data cited in this study are deaths of active duty
sarvice members. But what of the service family and the
civilian employeas? A loss in the family or the civilian
workforce inflicts heavy emotional and organizational im-—
pact. The prohlem may merit more tharn a passing interasst.
Preliminary Army data for CYBS reflect 172 suicides including
25 fFamily members and 1S Department of the Army (DA) civilian
employess. IFf that trend is valid acrozss the services there

is a broader and significant problem that is not being Fully

addressed.
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CHAPTER I1
METHOD

The information prasanted in this study is the re-
sult of & literaturs raviaw of both civilian and military
sources.,

Research that attempts to accumulatm data across a
broad spectrun will necessarily rely upon information reported
by other agenciss. In this paper the data accumulated by the
Health Studiss Task Force of the Office of tha Assistant
Sacretary of Defesnsa for Huealth Affairs will be used. The
acknowledged uss of sscondary sources introduces some cautiaon
inte interprating results; howaver, the original source docu-
ments cited for tables and figures have baen verified whers
available.

Qata Limitatiorg

As a genaral rules the highar the lavel the datma is
accumulated the more likely it is that sxtransous variables
will cresp into and confuse data banks unlass a spacific
system is designed to dsfine and capturs data elements. This
is mspecially true in compiling data about suicides. The
literature is replets with reasons for under-resporting
suicida. Within the Air Forces, ressarchsrs have postulated
raasons ranging from camouflaged deaths (5:2) to social
stigma (3:1J.

One additional caveat concerning the data bank is in
order. Each military sarvice has a parallel but not identi-

4
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cal reporting system. Key data elsments are fed intoc the
Worldwide Casualty System and updated as necessary. These

* revisions may cause the documented suicide rate to rise or
fall. For the CY1983 initial reporting showed 245 deaths
coded as suicide; ravised figures reviewed in 188% indicated
252 deaths fFar the same period. |

Finally, determination of cause-sffect relationships

are difficult to determine. A change in suicide trends may
reflect an actual change in the field or it may be an arti-

fact caused by wider reporting, autcmaticon that reduces error.

or a redefinition of one of the data elements.
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CHAPTER 111
RESULTS
Ibs Incidence of Svicide

Within the DoD suicide was the third ranking cause
of death in CY1984. It wss sxceaded only by heart disease
and privately owned vehicle accidents. The summary data
displayed in Table II shows suicide ratss for DoD as com-
pared to the US population for 1981 as a function of race,
sax, and age. The Following trands ars evident:

(1) For tha DoD, the overall suicide rate has declined
from 12.1 in 1962 to 10.1 in 1884.

(2) The ratio of white to black suicides in the US
population is approximately 2:1, in DoD, 1.5:1.

(3) The ratio of male to femals suicides is approxi-
mately 3:1 in the US population; it is 1.5:1 in DoD. Females
reprasant 9.1 percent of the active duty population, although
they commit only 5.7 pearcent of the suicides.

(4> The age brescket 17-24 is of particular interest as
it contains the largest population. For the ysars depicted,
suicide in DoD decrsased from 13.5 in 1982 to 9.0 in 1884.
Among females, white females showed an increase from 7.4 in
1982 to 9.0 in 1983 and a percipitious drop to 3.9 in 138Y4.
The rates for black femalss was significantly above the
national norm inm 1982; one suicide was reported in 1883 and

1884 respectively.
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Table II*

SUICIDE RATES PER 100,000
U.S. Populationl & Department of Defense?
(Calendar Years, as indicated)

U.S. Po DoD v DoD

Race, Sex, and Aqe 1981 1503 1563 1984

Total

All ages, crude rate 12,0 12.1 10.5 10.1
17-24 yeacs® 12.3 13.5 10.2 9.0
25-34 yea:s 16.3 11.6 11.2 12.1
35-“ y'.‘. 1509 906 » 9.8 8.8
45-54 years 16.1 8.5 11.0 $.4

55+ years! 16.4 - - .
Nhi*c Male .

All sges, crude rate 20.0 13.8 12.1 11.2
17-24 years? 21.1 16.3 12.7 10.6
25-3‘ y..‘. 2“-2 12-3 12.5 12.8
35-4¢ years 24,3 10.5 10.0 11.0
‘5-5‘ y.“. 23.9 * 9-9 -

85+ years! 26.3 - - *
unl#. Female

All ages, crude rate 6.2 8.4 lu.a 4.4
17-24 yclyl4 4.9 7.4 9.0 3.9
25-34 years 7.7 8.9 12.1 3.7
35-44 yeoars 9.5 - . -
45-%4 years 11.1 » - .

55+ yoatr' . 9.4 - -
IlaFk Male

All ages, crude rate 10.2 5.5 1.9 9.0
17-24 yearaé 1.1 9.1 0.l 7.3
25-34 yeurs 21.8 10.7 4.6 13.2
35-44 years 15.5 5.9 11.5 -
45-%4 years 12.3 » - .

59+ years! 12.5 - - -
|
Black Fe.ale

All pges, crude rate . 6.2 :.0 3.9

17-24 y--reé . 9.6

35-44 years
45-54 years

2.4
2.4
25-34 years 4.6
4.2
2.5
55+ years? 2.9

%arge Group i{s 15-24 in U.S. population figures
$Age Group is 55-64 in U.5. population figures
*Represants one suicide; rate left blank

lgource: Health, United States, 1984, U.S. Department of Health
& Human EBervices, Dacember 1983, p. 74.

3source: Washington Headquarters Services, Directorate for
Information, Operations, & Reports' Worldwide Casualty System
(Suicides) and the Defense Manpower Data Center (Population).

*NOTE: Original data source as irdicated above D
; ata array and
;;g;if;;:ai c:l:utations from SUICIDE AMONG IVE DUTY PERngNEL,
’ ealth Studies Task Force, Office of
tary of Defensc. Jaly 1985, 5 & ’ e of the Assistant Secre-
7
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Redmnan and Walter in determining the statistical
significance of the data, found significant diffecrence=s ba-
twean racs and sex, but no significant variance bu.yaar,
service, or age. (1:5) Detailed tables are shown in Appendix
A, Tables 1-12.
The bar chart at Figurs 1 comperes suicide rates
among the sarvices for the years 1982-1984. The Marine Corps
had an incident rate higher than those of tha other servicas
and Dol as a whole for esach of ths three years,
The infoprmation in Table 3 indicates suicide to be
principally an enlisted phenomena, Enlisted personnel com-
priss approximately 86.1 percant of the active duty force,
yeat account for 92.4 percent of tha suicides. Although the i
variances betwesn smrvices and ysars appesr large they do not i
mast the test of statistical significance at the .01 level.
(1:8>
Data for 1985 is not available for all services;
however, the Army has reported 116 active duty suicides at
a rate of 14.3 percent. If ths data are correct it would

" reprasant a rate sxceeding that of any of the three preceeding

gyeaars.

Uodes of Suicide
Figure 2 depicts the method of life taking by active

duty personnel for the three years 1382-1884. It is clear
the predomiriant method involves a firsarm, either pistol cr
rifle, That trend held true for each service for ali three

8
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FIGURE 1%

SUICIDE RATES PER 100.000 POPULATION,
j AMONG ACTIVE DUTY MILITARY PERSONNEL,

| by Service. .

' All Modaes of Sulcide,

(Calendar Years 1982, 1983, 108u) *+
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WHS(DIOR), Worldwide Casualty System (Suicides)
Defense Manpower Data Center (Population)

*NOTEs Original data source as indicated above Data array and stae~

tistical computations from SUICIDE AMONG ACTIVE DUTY PERSONNEL, 1985,
The Haalth Studies Task Torce, Officw »f ‘he Assistant Secretary of
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Table III®

ENLISTED AND OFFICER SUICIDES
AND RATES PBR 100,000 POPULATIUN,
by Scrvice,

_ All Modes of Suicide
(Calendar Years 1982, 1983, 1984)%+

ENLISTED PERSONNEL:

1982 1983 1084
] rate ’ rate [] rate
ARMY 94 14.0 71 -10.6 74 11.1
NAVY 54 ii1.6 58 12.0 49 10.3
MARINE CORPS 27 15.7 24 13.5 28 16.0
AIR FORCE 60 12.8 48 10.0 46 9.5
0'9

Dol) TOTAL 235 13.1 201 11.1 197 1

f OFFI1CER PERSONNEL:

1982 1983 1984

[ rate ] rate [ rate
ARMY 3 - 6 - S -
NAVY 6 - 8 - 3 -
MARINE CORPS . - 2 . - - -
AIR FORCE 8 - 4 - 7 -
DoD TOTAL 17 6.0 20 6.9 15 5.0

|
** source: Washington Headquarters Services, Directorate

for Information, Operations, § Reports' Worldwide Casualty
System (Suicides) and the Dlefense Manpower Data Center

(Population).

#NOTEs Original data source as indicated above. Data Array and statlstical
computations from S G IVE D » 1985, The Health
Stugios Task Force, Of7ice of the Assistant Secretary of Defense, July 1985,
P. Y.
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g FIGURE 2 *

!

' NUMBER OF SUICIDES, BY MODE,
AMONG ACTIVE DUTY MILITARY PERSONNEL.

Dapartment of Defanse Totals
(Calendar Yaars 1982, 1983, 198u) w» .

s 4. B .. I ................

GUNSHOT/SMALL ARMS FIRE
STRANGULATION/HANGING

. .
00 4. N B 7: it teustittihiviivde iR T
n :
,

CARBON MONOXIDE POLSONING
] DRUG RBUSE OR OVERDOSE

4 . ‘..‘

CALENDAR YERR

** Source: WHS(DIOR), Worldwide Casualty System

*NOTEs Original data source as indicated above Data array and {
statistical computations from SUICIDE AMONG ACTIVE DUTY PERSONNEL,
1985, The Health Studiea Task Force, Office of the Assistant
Secretary of Defense, July 1985, p. 10.
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years., Sixty percent of the male suicides and Fifty-one
percent of tha female deaths utilized firearms. This trend
was further validatsd by Army suicide data for 1885 which
showed 56.2 percant of dsaths involved a Firearm, (B:7)
Antecadant Londitiona

If suicide is viswed as the expression of the "only
way out” of loneliness, isolation, low salf-ustsem and general
hopelessnass than it is not surprising the antecedent con-
ditions are rooted in depression and conflict with loved ones
and the snviornment. In a study of 207 Air Force suicides
over a thres year period the ressarchers found difficulties
with a love object to be a consistent theme. Mclowell reports
that 489 percent of the victims were experiencing marital
stress., Of those not marrisd, 20 percent involved significant
stress arising from intimate relationships with a girl or boy-
friand, (4:8-38) Table IV shows the rangs of perscnal prob-
lems repaorted among USAF suicides victims,

Army researchers looking at data from 18981-1382 found
gimilar results., Difficulties with a love cbject was found
toc ba a recurring theme. Sixty-nine percent of the victims
waere found to have difficulties with a love object; 43 percent
ware found to have difFficulties with the job; amd 17.5 percent
had significant financial problems. (7:540) Since the love-
object-—-problem uas predominarmt and recurring the investigators
looked at how the problem was manifested immediately pre-
ceding the suicide. The data in Table V provide an insight

1e
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TABLE

SUICIDE AMONG ACTIVE DUTY USAF MEMBERS

(1 July 1982 - 31

HISTORY OF PERSONAL PROBLEMS %

PROBLEM NUMBER PERCENT

Marital 101 498

Othez 4 97 LYAY i

Alcohol 67 I !
Emotional 47 238 ;

Love Object 42 208 i
Financial 37 184 ;‘ E f
Mental 34 168 é

Drugs 27 13% |

Ive

Octobaer 19851

##SOURCE: HQ AFOSI/IV.

###*Includes job-related problems, law
enforcement difficulties, etc.

NOTE: Exceeds 100% because of multiple

problem cases.

*NOTEs Original data

Data array agd statistical computations from J
CTIVE D 1985, H :

Alr' Force Office of S ; o M

Washington, D.C.

1Y

Asl

source as indicated above

pecial Investigations,

13 | |

i
|

\ :
| |

~ *tmmmmmmmm&mm&m



TABLE y=»

NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF LOVE-OBJECT-
PROBLEM-SUICIDED PERSONS IN WHOM THE LOVE-
OBJECT-PROBLEM WAS MANIFESTED IN CERTAIN

SPECIFIC WAYS ‘

Manifestation of

Love-Objact-Problem N Parcant
Recent or psnding divorcs, 60 83.0
ssparation, or bresak-up
Marital problsms/”can’'t gmt 29 33.3
along”

Altercation with love object 26 £9.9
Just bafore suicide

Infidelity an issue . 14 16.1
History of viclesnce in the ig 13.8
relationship

Murderesd love object at time S 5.7
of suicide

Attemptsd to murdsr love obj=mct B 6.3
but failed

Note: Percsntages based on N of 87; i.e., number of persons
with a detected love-ohjact-problasm.

*SOURCE: MILITARY MEDICINE, VOL 143, NO 10, OCT 1984, p. 540
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into the wrenching smotionsl circumstances that may have
precipitated thes suicide. It should bs ncted that an "alter-
cation” was pressnt in approximately 30 percent of the
suicides and directed outward viclence was also a factor.
(7:540)
Army ressarchers cite the following as "signs of
suicide” which should cause observers to increase vigilenrncs:
(1) persocns who have made a previous suicide attempt
(2) where there is a Family history of suicide
(3) the loss of a friend through suicide
(4) there is involvemsnt with drugs or alcohol
(S) theres are alcoholics in the family
Suicidal behavior may be imminent where one or more
of the following factors ars obsarved in a person who is de-
pressed and fits the criteria above:
(1) talking about or hinting at suicide
(2) giving away possessions; making a will
(3) obsession with death, sad music, or sad poetry;
themas of death in letters or art work
(4) making specific plans to commit suicide
(S5) buying a gun (8:6-72
Similar conclusions regarding suicidal behavior were resached

by Mayton (8:14~15) and Blount (10:19).
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CHAPTER IV

DISCUSSION , .
The data presented fhus far has described the in-
cidence of suicide, ths way in which it is carrisd out and
conditions extant to the suicide act. A prevention protocol
is suggested by the axamination of the conditians that con-
tribute to or directly precipitate the suicide act,.

As previously noted ths civilian population is used
as a refarence norm for Judging the relative smsverity of
suicide rates. Howsver, the peopls that compriss the mili-
tary community are statistically dissimilar to the general
US population. That fact is illustrated by Table VI below.

TABLE VI»
LEADING CAUSES OF DEATH
cyisez

U.S. MILITARY Uu.s. CIVILIAN

Private Motor VUshicle Accidsnts Heart Dissases

Hsart Attacks/Associatsd Caon- Cancer of the Respiratory
ditions System

Suicide Cerabrovascular Disease

Military Aircraft Accidant Cancer of Digestive System

Homocide Breast Cancer

Orouwning Motor VUehicle Accident

Military Vehicle Accidents Suicide

Falls or Jumps Pnaumonia and Influsnza

Cancer Chronic Liver Dissase/
Cirrhosis

Gunshot Accident Homicide, Legal Inter-
vention

*NOTE: See page 17 for sources.
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Volunteers for military service undergo a fairly rigorous
physical screesning prior tb antrance on active duty. That
tends te exclude young persors who have one of the conditions
cited in the right column. Note the relative ranking of
suicide and the prevalsnce of accidents as causes of death

in the military. Other differmntial factors may include the
availability of treatment four troubled military members and
the relative job stability the military enjoys.

Absant another normative standard the US population
must suffice. Generally, the data uniformly indicate lower
DoD figures For almost all sex, race, and age group categories
as compared to the civilian population. The salient point is
that the ssrvices shars the same praoblem with the civilian
community albesit of less magnituds.

Within the services enlisted psrsonnsl commit suicide
at twice the rate of officers. The rate for enlisted per-
sgnel over 34, however, is lower than the ratss for those in
their teens and twentiss (1:12).

The method most used for suicide within the DoD and

the general population was a sslf-inflicted gunshot. Hanrnging

Sources: Military: Washington Headquarters Services, “World-
wide U.S5, Active Duty Military Personnel Casualties, Octobsr
31,1879 to March 31, 1398S5". pp. 68-72.; Civilian: National

Center for Health Statistics: Health, United States, 1984.
p. 58.

®NOTE: QOriginal data source as indicated above. Uata array

and statistical computations from SUICIDE AMONG ACTIVE DUTY
PERSONNEL, 1885. Tha Health Studies Task Force, OFfice of

the Assistant Secretary of Defense, July 1985, p. 11.
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onaself was a distant sscond and carbon monoxide poisoning
was third by a large margin., Firearms are plentiful, avail-
abls to the average military member, and effective. More-
over, the media and movies havs given reinforcemernt to the
appropriateness of this mode c1:1a)§

Thea data pressented on antscedent conditions describes
the victim’s self psrcaption as being ungbla to cope with
lifs. The following passage from an AFQSI report portrays the
closaed loop the victim parcaives:

AFOSI investigations clsarly revealed that the over-
whelming majority of active duty suicids victims (93%)
wers deeply troubled people, many of whom were bmssst with
multipls problems (such as marital, financial, and sub-
stance abuses), However, it is important to note that
these problems wers not necessarily in and of themselves
tha "cause” of tha suicide. It is more likely that they
were intsrrelated and stemmed from more fundamsntal
psrsonality deficits. Meny of these victims faced self-
perpetuating pressurss. For example, marital problems
fraquently graw cut of an immature approach to the
victim’s family responsibilities. Thess difficultias
were compounded in turn by ineffective attsmpts to
"ascape” through magical thinking or substance abuss,
which contributed to financial difficulties. These,
in turn, led to problems at work - all of which came
full circle. The cumulative effect further damaged the
victim’s intimate relationships and increasad the pressure
to escapa. Viswed in this light, suicide is often simply
the fFinal point on a continuum of an inability to cope
with life’'s prassuras. For these ovarwrought service
membars, suicide was apparently sssn as their best (if
not only) msans of escape. (6:13)

The problem facing the help-giver is how to brsak the clossad
loop. AN Army program, developed in 18685, consisting of 26
initiatives, holds promise for significant impact in the

Ffimld. Ths basic premise of the program is statad as follows:

i8
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To ths extent that suicide rates are modifiable with-
in the army, they will be modified by leadership through
command policy and action. The key to the prevention of
suicide is caring leadership and the early involvement
of the chain of command. The exsrcise aof such lesader-
ship should be assisted by the AMEDD, the Military Pclice,
chaplains, and a broad base of other community support
agencies., (11:11-3)

The 285 initiatives are grouped into three categor:es:
prevention, data collection, and analysis., The actions con-
sist of short, mid, and long-term initiatives to be accomp-
lished over a two year period. The program is front end
loaded; that is, 75 percent of the actions ars to be accomp-
lished within the first six months and 9C percent within the
First year. Typical short-term preventative actions include:

1) Deveiop and publish a model installaticn suicide
prevention plan to be promulgated through the MACOMs., The
model would include a post-suicide intervention plan for
units, familiss, and the community. The mods! would include
ardditional requirements For funding, manpower, and resources.

(2) Develop and publish a statement of the Army Lesader-
ship’'s philosophy on suicide prevention and stress management
signed by the Chief of Staff of the Prmy.

3y Develop and publish a Commander'’'s Guide for company
and battalion commanders on suicide and suicide prevent:icn
listing mpecific Factors which point to increased risk of
suicide in scldiers.

(4) Make suicide preventicr an item of interest for

Medical Treatment Facility (MTF) commanders. MTF caommanders

will evaluate the status of suicide prevent.orn resources

13

L L S I SN A L B 5 Y e S ey Y™ S )



Lo b d b i Bk . —

within their communities and advise the installation commander
on matters pertaining to suicide pravéntion. The scaope of
this avaluation should range from a review of emergency room
procedures for handling suicide situations to a consideration
of incorporating suicide pravention into Dependent Yocuth
Activities (OYR) programs.

(5) Evaluate the appropriatensss and, if appropriate,
the Feasibility of operating a crisis hot line in all Army
MIFs which maintain 24-hour smergency services.

(B6) Request a review through 0OARSD-HA of commercially
availabls anti-depresssion and suicide prevention programs
for use in DoODS and other on-post and community schools
attendad by military children. (11:III-1-2)

A full statement of the 26 initiatives is at
Appendix B, If proparly executed this program will provide
the assets and resocurces to breach the closed-loop. The keay

will continue to be caring, concerned lsadership.

20
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CHAPTER V
CONCLUSIONS

The baginning point for this study was the conclusion
of the OASD study: "Based on comparisons with the general
U.S. population ratms by age group, sax, and race, the DoD
does not have a major problem with suicide by active duty
members.” The verbiage of that statement Frah the 0OASD Health
Affairs Office is accurate from the normative, systems per-
spective it represents. There are other more important health
care problems that vie for attention from the health care
community.

There is howsver, another parspective and that is the
ons I choose to take. The criterion frame of rsfersnce that
holds the institutioral, organizational, and Qnit values abaove
those of the health care system is gperative here. The
services ara called upon to exscute warplans in defense of
the nation, a responsibility not fully shared with the general
population. Unit cohesion, teamwork, and the genuine feeling
that the services care in a special way is necessary for con-
tinuing combat readiness. Every commandar should regard
suicide as & significant problem just as he should the acci-
dents that claim the lives cf his charges.

Tha null hypothesis is rejected.

2l
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APPENDIX A
Servicea Suicide Tables

Calendar Ymsars 13582-1384
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